






Nasal Bots 

Botflies in the genus Cephenemyia 
inhabit the throats of deer as part of their 
natural life cycle. The larvae may look 
disgusting, but they actually have very 
little impact on the deer, and zero impact 
on the quality of the venison.    

Foundering Hooves 

Unusually long hooves are rare but can 
be caused by an overabundance of 
ǇǊƻǘŜƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊōƻƘȅŘǊŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜŜǊΩǎ 
diet, such as those found in common 
deer baits. Some or all of the hooves may 
be affected. Deer with this condition are 
safe to eat. 







Meningeal Worm 

Deer are typically unharmed by 
meningeal worms , which reside in the 
brain tissue. Deer become infected after 
eating snails or slugs that contain the 
ƭŀǊǾŀŜΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƳΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ 
cycle. Infected deer are common and 
completely safe to consume.  

Sarcocystis 

This common parasite is found in deer 
muscle tissue and resembles grains of rice. 
The effects of these parasites on humans are 
not completely understood, but there is no 
risk when the meat is cooked thoroughly. It 
is not recommended to feed the meat to 
dogs or cats, which are hosts for this 
parasite, though infection is typically 
harmless for them. 
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Abdominal Worm 

Larval tapeworms can be found 
encapsulated on the surface of deer 
livers. Cooking an affected liver will kill 
any tapeworms, which can infect 
canines or felines , but not humans. 

Deer can become infected with  abdominal 
worms by consuming the eggs as they 
browse. This worm roams freely in the 
abdominal cavity of  a deer without causing 
any harm. The worms resemble pieces of 
spaghetti and are often found when field 
dressing. They cannot infect humans, and 
the deer meat is completely safe to 
consume.  

Larval Tapeworm 
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http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/5466.htm

